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      Cordillera Real is a mountain group that stretches from the 
east shores of Lake Titicaca down to the outskirts of La Paz. 
In the end of May 2015, eight members of the Alpine Club set off 
to Bolivia to explore this beautiful region. Derek Buckle was the 
leader of the party and was accompanied by Ken and Lili Mulva-
ny, Hugh Alexander, Peter Yuen, Rafal Malczyk, John Da Silva 
and Nick Berry.
 The fi rst area of our interest was the Condoriri Group. This 
place is a popular destination for local guides and commercial ex-
peditions. Nevertheless, there are several excellent “classic” climbs 
which seemed to be a perfect choice for acclimatisation. Our fi rst 

objective was Pequeño Alpamayo (5370 m). Two teams of 3 (Derek 
with Ken and Lily and John with Nick and Rafal) climbed it via the 
AD-graded west-southwest ridge. The following day, we split up into 
three separate teams. Derek together with Nick and John climbed 
the magnifi cent Cabeza de Condor via the south-west ridge (AD+) 
while Rafal and Hugh managed to do the normal route on Piramide 
Blanca (5230, PD). Ken and Lily attempted to climb the south-west 
face on the same mountain but had to retreat due to seracs and 
loose rock.
 Having acclimatised in Condoriri region, we set off to the 
more remote area between Kasiri and Calzada which was inacces-
sible to foreigners until few years ago. Over the years, local tribes 
made their reputation by being aggressive towards anyone coming 
through their villages. Therefore, not many expeditions reached this 
area. Fortunately, the situation has changed recently and it is far 
safer today. As we learnt, even local guides have very little knowl-

edge about these mountains. Many of them 
had never heard about Kasiri and those who 
have, did not know exactly which mountain 
it was. As a result, our drivers took us to a 
wrong valley, from which we would not be 
able to climb this mountain, which was actu-
ally one of our main objectives. Fortunately, 
there were some other excellent climbing op-
portunities around our base camp. First of all, 
we attempted Calzada (5650m). Ken and Lily 
got to the summit via an interesting mixed 
route on the north face whereas Derek, Rafal 
and John had to retreat approximately 50 
meters from the summit having tried the East 
Ridge. The following night two teams set off 
for another summit which on the map was 
marked as peak 5661. Nick, Derek, Rafal 
and John successfully climbed its snowy, 
south face and ridge. Ken and Lili tried a 
different variant – South Face followed by the 
East Ridge but this time they had to return 
defeated. A few weeks later, we learnt from 
our “local” expert – Greg Beasley that this as-
cent is quite likely to be a new route. Before 

leaving the Kasiri – Calzada base camp, Derek, Nick and John tried 
to climb a rocky route on Kasiri Chico but retreated due to its length 
and deteriorating weather. Rafal meanwhile, set off for trekking and 
general exploration of the area which resulted in spotting some 
interesting, possibly unclimbed mountains that might potentially be 
targets for the future expeditions.
     Over the next couple of weeks the team managed to add 
other successful ascents. Derek, Nick and John scaled Hati Khollu 
(5421m). Poor visibility meant that the team came off the planned 
southwest face/southeast ridge route but still managed to get to the 
summit (perhaps another new route). After that, the same trio ac-
companied also by Lili, climbed Chachacomani (6074m, PD) whilst 
Rafal and Nick did the normal route on Huayna Potosi (6088m, AD-). 
   Finally, Peter accompanied by one of the local guides, climbed 
the mighty Illimani (6439m) via normal route (PD). 
 To sum up, the team managed to do eleven success-
ful ascents. Most of them were done via classic routes but two 
were done via potentially new routes. This large number of 
climbs was possible due to excellent weather (only 2 cloudy 
days over the whole month) and snow conditions. In addition, 
several interesting summits have been spotted and should be 
considered as interesting targets for the future expeditions.                                                                                  
Rafal Malczyk
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